Sreenivasan Called
to Head ICTP

Thjs spring, Katepalli Sreenivasan
will become the third director—
and the first experimentalist—to head
the Abdus Salam International Centre
for Theoretical Physics in Trieste,
Italy. Sreenivasan, a 55-year-old fluid
physicist at the University of Mary-
land, College Park, will succeed
Miguel Virasoro, who stepped down
this past May because he had reached
the mandatory retirement age of 62.
Virasoro has returned to the Univer-
sity of Rome I (“La Sapienza”). Serw-
ing as ICTP interim director until
Sreenivasan begins his five-year term
is Erio Tosatti, a
condensed mat-
ter theorist from
the neighboring
International
School for Ad-
vanced Studies.
Founded in
1964 by Pak-
istani theoretical
physicist and fu-
ture Nobel laure-

ate Abdus Salam, Emnl;.rmn
the ICTP aims to
foster the growth

of advanced studies and research in
physics and mathematics in develop-
ing countries (see the article by Juan
Roederer, PHYSICS ToDAY, September
2001, page 31). That's what per-
suaded Sreenivasan to accept the di-
rectorship despite his recent move to
Maryland after some 22 years at Yale
University. “I couldn’t say no, because
of the commitment of the center to the
developing world,” says Sreenivasan,
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who was born and educated in India.
“Given the scope that this position
presents for creating for others the
sort of opportunities I myself have
had, it's a calling, not so much of a
choice.”

The ICTP is home to two dozen or
so permanent researchers and twice
as many postdocs. It offers master's
degree programs and hosts workshops
and conferences. Over the years, sci-
entists have logged some 80 000 visits
at the ICTP, with two-thirds coming
from developing countries. Currently,
the four main areas of research at the
center are high-energy and condensed
matter physics, mathematical sci-
ences, and the physics of weather and
climate. ICTP's approach is to deal
with people rather than institutions,
says Tosatti. “Our role is to identify
people all over the world who work in
difficult conditions, bring them over,
and provide good exposure to science
and an opportunity to work. Then we
encourage them to go back, keeping in
touch when they need to recharge
their batteries.”

In 2001, Italy added €5 million
(roughly $5.3 million) to the ICTP's
budget, bringing the total to about
£ 20 million a year. In addition to the
Italian government, which provides
the largest share of the funding, the
International Atomic Energy Agency
and the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) sponsor the center.

“It's a healthy institution, and we
would like to make it even stronger by
bringing in significant additional
funds from other countries,” says [BM
physicist Praveen Chaudhari, who
served on the ICTP's search committee
and chairs the center’s scientific advi-
sory council. One challenge for Sreeni-
vasan, he adds, “will be to increase the
range of research fields and the num-
ber of world-class researchers at the
ICTE." Another goal, adds Tosatti,
“will be to infect the rich countries
with appreciation for our work. We are
not just helping young scientists, we
are helping world politics.” By bring-
ing scientists from around the world
together, says Tosatti, “differences dis-
appear. We don't think we can solve

the world's problems, but it's a step in
the right direction.” Toni Feder
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